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. YEARLY MEETING, 1802. 

THIS Meeting having been 
apprehenfive that In fome families due re^ 
]gard is not paid to that particular of the 
Fourth ^ery^ which refpeSls the frequent 
reading of the Holy Seriptures^ has found 
itfelf engaged to recall the attention of 
the feveral ^arteriy and Monthly Meet-^ 
ings to this important fubjeSl. And in 

Qrder that all Friends may bi duly ap^ 

» 

priv^ed of the uniform concern vf the So- 
cietyy it is concluded Jo reprint aji(fficient 
number of copies of the head Scriptures, 
in the Book of ExtraSlSy which the 
Monthly Meetings are defired to diflribute 
to families and to Jingle perfons^ 



SCRIPTURES. 



RECOMMENDED, as an incumbefm 
^uty on friends, to caufe tbdr children to be 
frequent iq reading the Holy Scriptures, an<J 
to obfel-ve to them the examples of fuch 
children, as in fcrrpturc arc recorded to have 
jfigrly learned the fear of the Lprd, and 
hearkened to his C^upfel: itiflrufting them 
vi the fear and dread of the Lord^ pianting 
upqn their fpirita imprcflions of reverroGf 
towards God, from whom they have their 
daily fupport ; fliewing them they ought not 
to offend him, but love, ferve, and hoaour 
:him, in whofe hand all bleffings are. 1709. 
It isi alfo ferioufly adyifed, that no friends 
fuffer romances, play-books, or other vaifl 
and idle pamphlets, in their houfes or fami- 
]ies, 'v^^hich tend to corrupt the minds of 
youth}' but that they excite thcta to thp 

An ^ 
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Ycadiiig of the Holy Scriptures, and religiouJ 
books. Let the Holy Scriptures be early 
taught our youth, diligently fcarched, and 
ferioofly read by friends, with due regard to 
the Holy Spirit from whence they came, 
and by which they are truly opened : for 
they contain excellent do&rine, rules, and 
precepts, divine -and moral. 1720. 

And, dear friends, inafmuch as the Holy 
Scriptures, are the external means of convey- 
ing and preferring to us, an account of the 
things moft furely to be believed concerning 
the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift in the 
fleflb^ and the fulfilling of the prophecies re- 
lating thereto ; we therefore recommend to 
all friends, efpecially elders in the chur-ch, 
and mafters of families, that they would, both 
by example and advice, imprefs on the minds 
of the younger a reverent cfteem of thofe 
lacred writings, and advife them to a frequent 
reading and meditating therein ;-— and that 
you would, at proper times and feafons, whca 
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70U find your minds rightly dt^fcd th€pe- 
unto, give the yofath to uttderftand^ that the 
fame good experience of the worfc of ianc- 
tification, through the operations of the Spitit 
ef God, which the Holy Scriptures plenti-i 
folly bear teftimonj^to, is to be wittiefled by 
believers in al! generations, as trdf as by 
thofe in the firft ages of Chriftianrty ; b which 
cafe, fome account of your own experience 
ftury be helpful to them. And this we re-* 
commend as the moft eflFcfkual means of be-* 
getting and eftablifhing in their minds a fifm 
befief of.thcChriftiaii doftrine in general, as 
well as the neceffity of the aid and help of 
the operations of the Holy Spirit of God in 
the hearts of men in particular, contained in 
that moft excellent book the Bible ; and of. 
preferving them from being defiled with the 
many pernicious notions and principles, con- 
trary to fuch found doftrine, which are* at 
this time induftrioufly difperfed in the nation. 
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V 

to t!ke rcptoath of Ac Chrifthm pra&ifion m 
genera!, f^jz^^ » 

And, dear friends, as mud) ai in j^ lies^ 
^^courage a frequem and dili^nt reading of 
the Holy Scripmres in yoor £u&iUes« In them 
are contained tbe promifes of eterndl fife and 
fehratfon. ^ Por as a fteady trnft aod ^belief id 
the promife of God, and a frequeiit medi^ 
tation in the law of the Lord, was the preier- 
vation of a remnant in old im^^ fp 4t i$ civet) 
to this day ; and a^ a didruft and difbeftef of 
the promifes of God, and a negle^ of his 
holy law, was the occafion of the complaints 
hiade againft the Jews, the pofterity of Abra* 
hattt, even fo we have reafon to fear, that 
the apparent declenfion in dm time fFOttl 
true piety and godly zeal, in many places, is 
too 'much owing to a difregard of the doc- 
trines of the Holy Scriptures, and the plrOi 
mifes of the. Holy Spirit in them rcfcordetf. 

Wherefore it greatly behoves every etie^ 
who would be united to Chrift,\ and a mem- 
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bcr df hit church, to believe in the promifei 
of God and Chrift,> and wait to know the 
fuIfilltDg of thefn ia his own heart. It was 
l^ this die primltivie believers became of 
** one -heart, and of one foul,'* * It wa^s by 
one fpirit, namely, the Spirit promifed by 
Chriftt that they were ** all b^tized into 
one body/'f 

. Having therefore, deatly beloved, fnch 
great and precious promifes, and being en- 
trompaficd. with J^ great a cloud of witnefles, 
let us run with checrftikiefs in the ways of 
the Lord, and walk in the footfteps of the 
flocks, of the companions ; '^ Looking unto 
** Jefus, the ►author and finiftier of our faith, 
** who, for the joy that was fet before him, 
^ .endured the crofs, defpifing the Ihame, 
** and is fet down at the right hand of the 
** l^hrone of God." | 1740. 

.There having been, for many years paft, a 
great circijlation of vain, idle, and irreligious 

♦ AiSitkf,, t 2 Cor. xii. 13, ^ Heb. xxi. 9. 
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i)ook8 an4 pamphlet^ teoding to Jea4. tbe 

mind away from foher and ferious duty, to 

lOfeA thie ineiiperienced and unwary with . 

infidelity and corruption, and to alienate their 

attention from the Spirit of God, under 

whofe influence and holy keeping alone is 

fafcty; we earneftly requcfty that parentt^ 

and all others who have youth under their 

tuition, will keep a couftant eye over thcm^ 

.and as much a3 po&ble guard them againH:^, 

and prevent them from, wafting their preciou^ 

time upon fuch unprofitable and p^rniciou^ 

reading ; that they accuftpm them tp tbp 

frequent and diligent reading of the facrjed 

'SKritings^ which ihrough divipe gpodaefs arc 

afforded to us for our ^* inftruftion in jightcr 

♦ 

^*oufnefs,"* and "that we, through pa*. 
** trcnce, and comfor;t of the fcriptures, might 
^' have hope/' t r?^^* 

An4» dear frk^d^, we tenderly and ear- 
«efUy advife ^nd e)^hort aU parentsii^ fiu4 



insffters of families, that they excn themfdvet'' 
in the wifdom of Crod, and in the ftrength of 
his love, to inftrufl: their children and fami- 
lies in the doctrines and precepts of the 
Chriftian religion contained in the Holy 
Scriptures ; and that" they excite them to the 
diKgent reading of thofc facred writings, 
which plainly lei forth the miraculous con- 
ceptibn, birth, holy life, wonderful works, 
blcfled example, meritorious death, and glo- 
iioas xefurrcftion, afcenfion, and- mediation 
6f our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ; and 
to educate their children in the belief of thofc 
imponant truths, as well as in the belief of 
tlie Inward manifeftation and operation of 
the Spirit of God on their own minds, diat 
they may reap the benefit and advantage 
thereof, for their own peace and everlafting 
happinefs, which is^nfinitely preferable to all 
other confideratlons. We therefore exhort, 
in the moft earneft manner, that all be. very 
careful ii^ihis rdp^^t ; a negle&.harein being. 
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in our judgment, very blame-Mrorthy. And 
further, where any deficiency of this fort 
appears, we recommend to monthly and quar- 
terly meetings, th^^they ftir up thofe whom 
h may concern to their duty thercim ly^^. 



George Yaritt Lotahud Scree** 



i 



% 



:*-?• 



J 



1 



